HORTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on the 16th December 2025
Present: Cllrs Barry Mosley, Chair, Peter Babbington, Mike Schmidt, Jack Martin, Ann Winter & Andrew Johnson. Cllr S Osborne, Ward Councillor. Z Bougourd, Clerk.

There were 26 members of the public present. 
			
The meeting had been called as an extraordinary meeting to discuss the outline planning application that had been submitted to Somerset Council’s planning department for 150 dwellings off Broadway Hill, Ilminster. The meeting was recorded as notified by the Chair at the commencement of the meeting. 

Concern was raised regarding the possibility of splitting the site into smaller “lots” or even individual plots, noted that this is unlikely as developers need to quantify the return on sites, splitting the site would reduce the profit margin and may make the site unviable.
Queried if the outline for 150 dwellings might be reduced, this has happened on other sites, this is an unknown quantity at present.

Queries regarding S106 agreements and the ability of the developer to honour these agreements, noted that Health & Education projects are more likely to be completed, historically developers reduce the number of affordable properties to maintain profit margin.

Query re Community Infrastructure Levy and receipt destination, noted that CIL payments do go to the Parish, funds are then used for community benefit.

Application has been submitted under Gleeson as the developer – noted that the site will be sold once permission is granted, undertakings given by Gleeson may be diluted or amended once the site is sold.

Noted that the Government have changed the housing target for the UK, it was previously set at circa 50,000 dwellings, this target has been revised to 70,000 dwellings, with a target of 3,700 dwellings per annum for Somerset. It was considered that this application for Horton is disproportionate given the very limited infrastructure and transport links. Currently Somerset has 2.2 years of development either in planning or being built, the target is 5 years. Horton is considered to have the basic infrastructure to allow development.

Noted that National Highways have requested an approval delay of three months for the applicant to provide further information, particularly with regard to flooding and vehicular movements including the increased use of Southfields Roundabout, already a difficult site. Noted that vehicular movements included in the current application may not be correct, also noted that Southfields roundabout is not mentioned. 
Parishioners and the Parish council need to prove that the harm to the environment outweighs the requirement to meet the Governments housing target.

Noted that properties already for sale within Horton & Broadway are not selling quickly, this new development may also prove difficult to sell, how long would the developer be willing to continue with the site if properties are not selling, Horton could be left with a partially completed site and unfulfilled Sectio106 commitments. 
Query if drainage can cope when the fields which will be lost through this development are turned into concrete roadways, the site already floods with surface water. Residents who have photographic records of the flooding encouraged to submit them to SC Planning. 
Noted that submissions can be written they don’t have to be submitted online, residents are encouraged to evidence the increased cumulative impact of this development within Horton.


The PC propose to engage a planning consultant who will look at the recent application adjacent to the Village Hall and the objections to that site, they will also consider all relevant policies and apply them to the formal objection through the PC. Queried if the cost of a consultant is justified, noted that without this advice a formal objection could prove very difficult and costly to the Village in the long term as Section 106 agreements may not include relevant local requirements. Parishioners present supported the appointment of a planning consultant.
The Parish Council agreed to engage a planning consultant at a cost of circa £2,500. Proposed Cllr Martin, seconded Cllr Winter, approved unanimously. Clerk noted that the PCs current financial position supports this expenditure.
Agreed that Cllr Martin will contact the planning consultant and a draft submission will be circulated by email with final submission to Somerset Council, planning department on or before 08th January 2026.

The meeting closed at 19.45hrs.

Budget meeting 06th January 2026 venue TBC, next Parish Council meeting 15th January @ 6.30pm. 
 

	






















